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SEPTEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER

I a m p l e a s e d t o a d v i s e t h a t o u r w e b s i t e h t t p : / / h k p s o c i e t y. c o m i s o n a i r n o w .
This Newsletter and the two previous issues will be posted in the website. We are looking
f o r a w e b m a s t e r a n d I T s u p p o r t f r o m i n t e r e s t e d m e m b e r s t o m a k e yo u r w e b s i t e a t t r a c t i v e .
Vo l u n t e e r w a n t e d !

This month’s meeting: 1830hr, Thursday 8th September 2016
Mr Wong Siu Po will speak on 蘇中解放區板式 Plating Study on Central Jiangsu Liberated Area Stamps.
Note Venue: Star of Canton Restaurant, Infinitus Plaza, Des Voeux Rd C, Central.

香港上環德輔道中 199 號無限極廣場 2 樓 利寶閣
You are welcomed to bring with you guests. Optional dinner after presentation.

Philatelic highlights in July/August:
 In our monthly meeting on 21st July, Ms Sin Siu Kum shared with
us her experience in collecting Hong Kong Aerogramme. The
meeting was attended by 18 members. A gist of her presentation
is printed herein.
 Thailand FIAP was held in Bangkok between 10th–15th August
2016. Hong Kong exhibitors made good scores.
 RPSL held their China Regional Meeting in Urumqi on 21st
August 2016, and published the book Postal History of Xinjiang
as well as Asian Philatelist 2016. Philatelists from Hong Kong
and Taiwan also attended.
Philatelic highlights in the September:
 We are back from the SUMMER BREAK re-energized.
 We have got our new website, and are looking for a webmaster and IT support from interested members to make
your website attractive.
 Spink, probably the oldest stamp auction house in the world, founded in 1666, will celebrate their 350 th
anniversary in London in mid-September.
 Between 30th September and 2nd October, China Philatelic Association of Hong Kong will hold a stamp exhibition
in Shatin City Hall to celebrate their 70th anniversary as well as 150th anniversary of the birth of Dr, Sun Yat-san.
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by Daniel SZETO
Thailand 2016 was held in Bangkok from 10-15 August 2016 at The Mall Convention Centre, 4/F of the Mall
Ngamwongwan, which is about 13 km from the city centre. One of the major objectives of the exhibition is to
honour Her Majesty Queen Sirikit for her 84th birthday on 12 August 2016.
According to my friends in the OC of Thailand 2016, they were under a very tight budget this time because they
had only limited financial resources from the Thailand Post. So they have to seek sponsorship from other sources,
such as Patron Club membership, the exhibition management company and the auction house. The reason they
chose this exhibition cnetre was that they did not need to pay the rental but only the electricity charge. In fact, the
exhibition hall was a standard international one, it was spacious, conveniently situated inside a self-contained
shopping mall with food court and theatre.
On the first day of exhibition, Her Royal Highest Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn officiated the opening
ceremony. The scheduled opening time was 9:00 am but the buses had to leave the hotel at 6:00 am. The breakfast
was just a box of bread, cake, fruit and water for which the jurors and commissioners had to eat in the bus. As it
was still early in the morning, there was no traffic jam and it took only 25 minutes to arrive the exhibition venue.
The opening ceremony started punctually at 9:00 sharp. After that, the Princess toured around the exhibit frames
and looked at the exhibits with great interest and attention. She stayed there for about 15 minutes and left. Then the
Jury and Commissioners started their work. At the end of the day, there was a welcome reception at the venue
starting from 18:30 till 20:15. The buses took us back to the hotel and as expected, there were heavy traffic jams
and it took about two and a half hour to arrive our hotel.
The exhibition attracted 215 exhibits with around 1,000 frames plus 23 literature exhibits. After judging, 11 Large
Gold, 12 Gold and other levels of medal were awarded. The Expert Group also reported that 26 items were
removed from the frames for closer examination and all were recommended to have to be certified. It is lucky that
none of these are from Hong Kong.
Hong Kong had 9 exhibits to take part in the competition, the results are as follows:
Exhibitor

Class

Title of exhibit

Choi Cheong-too Championship Pre-adhesive Postal History of Macau 1797 - 1864

Point Medal
-

SP

William Kwan

Traditional

Hong Kong Designs, Proofs, Specimens and Other
Archival Materials

95

LG

Mak Kwok-pui

Traditional

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Issue Central Trust Print Stamp
(1942-1945)

85

LV

Mak Kwok-pui

Postal History

China 1948: The Maturity Stage of Value-Declared
Registered Mail, a New Postal Service

72

S

Wong Kin-chi,
Danny

Postal History

Taiwan Postal History

80

V

Andrew Cheung

Postal History

British Treaty Port Post Offices in China

92

G+SP

Stephen Chan

Revenue

Revenue Stamps of Macau during the Portuguese
Administration

85

LV

Mak Yee-ching

Youth

Overseas Remittance Mail Service of Lop Yuen Co.
(HK) and its Mainland Partners

75

LS

Mak Yee-ching

Youth

Hong Kong: The spring board between the cross-strait
posts during the cut-off era (1984-1986)

74

S
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As regards the Grand Prix, the candidates and the winners were as follows:
Exhibitor
Country
GRAND PRIX D’HONNEUR

Title of exhibit

Chen Yu-An

WWII Surcharges of the Chinese Republic

Chinese Taipei

Choi Cheong-too
Hong Kong
GRAND PRIX INTERNATIONAL

Pre-adhesive Postal History of Macau 1797 - 1864

Ding Jinsong

China

The 1897 Red Revenue Surcharges of China

Yukihiro Shoda

Japan

Postal History of Brazil 1795-1877

Winner




GRAND PRIX NATIONAL
Ayuth Krishnamara

Thailand

Siam Until 1900



The Palmares dinner took place on the 3/F of the official hotel, Asia Hotel on 14 August 2016. All the exhibitors
could receive their awards on stage. But because the medals and certificates were not yet ready, they could only
have a group photo on stage instead. The dinner had good western cuisine with show on traditional folk dance, fine
music and songs. We met many friends from Hong Kong, including Mr & Mrs William Kwan, Mr & Mrs Andrew
Cheung, Malcom Hammersley, Stephen Chan and a Macau friend Mr Fok, who went specially to Bangkok to
report in the FIAP exco meeting on the progress of the FIAP stamp exhibition to be held in Macau. The updated
information is that the exhibition will likely be held in late 2018 or 2019.
The last programme of the night was the handing over of the FIAP flag from the representative of Thailand 2016 to
China 2016, which is to be held from 2-6 December 2016 in Nanning (廣西南寧).
The Commissioner duty was quite relax and comfortable this time. There were only three Commissioner meetings
during the exhibition, i.e. on the first day, the third day and the last day. All the other days were free.
Thailand 2016 was proved to be a successful exhibition. With the
help of many volunteers from a high school and a college, the
work of the bin room on checking of inventory, mounting and
dismounting were done efficiently, effectively and orderly. I
would like to thank the Organising Committee, the Philatelic
Association of Thailand and Thailand Post for their dedicated
hard work before and during the exhibition. We would expect
another Thailand exhibition in a near future.
See you in the next FIAP exhibition in Nanning in December. Or
if you can’t wait too long, see you first in Philataipei 2016 (a FIP
exhibition) in October. Cheers!
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by Charles Chan FRPSL
By reference to the Second Post Office Leaflet (named “List of Stamps Issued by Hong Kong Post Office” dated 1March-1892, see Figure 1), being re-produced on page 30 of Richard Gurevitch great work “HK Queen Victoria
Postal Adhesives Vol. 1”, it mentioned the following piece of information that :-

Fig.1 : “List of Stamps Issued by Hong Kong Post Office
1-March-1892” (extracted)
Fig.2 : 2c fiscal block of six
cancelled HK cds 30-Dec-1890
Richard’s book pages 94 to 95 gives a detailed analysis to the regular annual supply and sales of 2c stamp (carmine)
estimated for 400,000 stamps (around 1,667 full sheets of each 240 stamps) for the 7 years period from 1883 to 1890.
It would be surprised for the reasoning of a sudden exhaust and shortage of inventory for 2c carmine at the last month
of Dec-1890. However, if one would think about the urgent ordering placed to the government printer Noronha &
Sons for the overprinting of 50,000 copies of 1891 Jubilee 2c to be issued on 22-Jan-1891, there would be a good
assertion that quite a number of 2 carmine stocks were sent for such overprinting. 50,000 copies 2c would be 208
full sheets and taking scrap percentage as 10%, there would be around 230 sheets sending to Noronha that time. This
extra demand of 230 sheets for 1891 Jubilee overprinting would account for around 1.5 month’s average annual
supply of 1,667 sheets in 1890. And thus, a shortage of 2c carmine was unavoidable at end of year 1890 due to the
need for overprinting 1891 Jubilee.
2c lilac stamp duty for fiscal use was brought into use while the temporary short of 2c carmine was well-documented
by reference to the official information contained in above Second Post Office Leaflet of 1-March-1892. However,
I have a doubt for its authorized use period confined only to the last week of Dec-1890 per GPO saying. It seemed
to be a little bit longer time by reference to 1890 calendar and P&O ship itinerary.

Fig.3 : Forever Calendar (a website)
It was no idea what GPO exact meaning for commencing and ending time for “the last week in December”. As such,
many one believe that GPO referred to 24~31 Dec 1890 as a simple calculation for authorized use time of 2c fiscal.
However, by checking the calendar (see Figure 3), 31-Dec-1890 was Wed, and if exact 1 week then the starting time
of shortage would be Christmas Eve 24-Dec (Wed). However, GPO might refer to the week 22 ~ 27 Dec, or the
week 29-Dec 1890 to 3-Jan-1891. And if one refers to the ship itinerary of P&O, it seems remote to believe in the
GPO saying of last week of Dec 1890 would refer to 24~31 Dec for authorized period of use for 2c fiscal.
As it is a consignment of valuable goods (stamps) from UK to its colony HK, using P&O as the contracted British
Packet would be reasonable instead of other liners. It would be relevant to re-visit p.120 of Kirk’s book “P&O Lines
to the Far East” for ship itinerary sailing from UK to HK, and the below are the relevant two 1890 trips :HKPS 2016/09
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(A) P&O Massilia : left London 13/11; arrived Colombo 10/12
P&O Pekin : Colombo 10/12; arrived HK 24/12
(B) P&O Carthage : left London 27/11; arrived Colombo 24/12
P&O Ganges : Colombo 24/12; arrived HK 7/1/1891
It seemed unlikely for the new supply of 2c carmine being shipped from GPO London by itinerary (A). If it was the
case, the new stocks of 2c carmine should arrive HK on 24/12 and be ready for sale immediate after Christmas. Then,
it would be remote for GPO saying of exhaust of 2c carmine stocks and using 2c fiscal for last week of Dec.
Based on this analysis of calendar, it was probably for the new stocks of 2c carmine being shipped from UK to HK
via ship itinerary (B). The shortage of 2c highly probable occurred immediate before Christmas. There are two
surviving local covers both dated on Christmas day 25-Dec-1890 (see Fig. 4 for one example, another example see
Richard’s book).

Fig.4 : Local cover HK franked with 2c fiscal (source : InterAsia auction Jan-2014, Lot 1178)
P&O Ganges HK arrived on Wed 7-Jan-1891. Taking 1 to 2 days for the governmental inventory receiving
procedures and accounting process of recording by Government Supplies, Treasury and GPO, it would be probably
to put new stocks 2c carmine for sale on Fri 9-Jan or Sat 10-Jan-1891.
As such, it is not unreasonable to assert that the time of using 2c fiscal in lieu of 2c carmine would be longer then
GPO saying that the event just occurred in the “last week in December”. The asserted time by collectors and
philatelists counting 1 week from 24-Dec to 31-Dec is just a wishful thinking. It was probably occurred around
Christmas time of 1890 and extended to early Jan-1891 for the authorized use period of 2c fiscal during shortage of
2c carmine.

by Peter Hilling
This cover addressed to New York is franked with King George VI 30c, 50c & $2 one each ($2.80 high rate) on the
front and strike with clear ‘VICTORIA / 7 AM / 5 OC / 39 / HONG KONG’ double ring cds. Applied with ‘HONG
KONG HOTEL / 3 OCT. 1939 / RECEPTION OFFICE’ purple rectangular boxed cancel inside, and ‘HOTEL
ASTOR / NEW YORK / OCT 16 / 8 AM’ arrival hand stamp on the back. It is one of the ‘Round-the-World covers
created by Captain John M. Rooks.
On April 21, 1937 Pan American Airways inaugurated new passenger/mail service across the Pacific from San
Francisco to Hong Kong with an intermediate stop in the Portuguese colony of Macao. This opened commercial
connections with Imperial Airways and KLM for onward transit round-the-world. It wasn't until May 20, 1939 when
Pan Am inaugurated its transatlantic mail "Southern Route" air service and until June 24, 1939 when Pan Am
inaugurated its transatlantic mail "Northern Route" air service that mail could transverse the globe completely by
regularly scheduled flights.
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On June 20, 1939 Fidelity Stamp company sent an air mail multi-packet cover from New York to Hong Kong to be
forwarded round-the-world via Marseilles, France returning to New York on July 11, 1939 – 21 days. A few days
after Fidelity's unofficial round-the-world westward dispatch, on July 13, 1939 air mail was dispatched westward on
Pan Am's transatlantic air service from London to New York, on US domestic carriers transcontinental air service
from New York to San Francisco, then on Pan Am's transpacific air service to Hong Kong, and on Imperial Airways
from Hong Kong to London. The Itinerary was: 13 July39 London to New York on Pan American Airways; New
York to San Francisco on US Domestic carrier; San Francisco to Hong Kong on Pan American Airways; 18 July 39
Hong Kong to London on Imperial Airways (arriving c26 July so 14 days!!!).

1.

1. New York-San Francisco

5. Hong Kong-Southampton

3. Honolulu-Manila

4. Manila-Hong Kong

6. Southampton-Hong Kong
7. Hong Kong-New York
Many thanks for information provided by Wingnet and Duncan Crewe (Hong Kong Study Circle).

Captain John M. Rooks used commercial airline flights in an attempt to travel round-the-world as a passenger. His
path was westerly beginning and ending in New York City. He used the scheduled flights of United Airlines, Pan
American and Imperial Airways to make his attempted trip round-the-world. He had specially prepared Flight Covers
made for each leg of the journey and were posted at the origin of the leg and addressed to the destination of the leg.
His Itinerary was:
2.
3.
4.
5.

New York/San Francisco
San Francisco/Honolulu
Honolulu/Manila
Manila/Hong Kong
Hong Kong/Bangkok
/Southampton

29 Aug 39
31 Aug 39
01 Sep 39
06 Sep 39
13 Sep 39

United Airlines
Wingnet cover dated 29 Aug.
Pan American Airways on Honolulu Clipper.
No Cover known
Pan American Airways on Honolulu Clipper arriving 5 Sep
Wingnet cover dated 31 Aug.
Pan American Airways on Honolulu Clipper arriving same day
Wingnet cover dated 5 Sep.
Imperial Airways Dorado to Bangkok, then service SW70 to Poole on Champion arriving 20 Sep.
(IA switched its base from Southampton to Poole on outbreak of war).
Wingnet cover dated 12 Sep.

On arrival he found that because of the war (England & France declared war on Germany 3rd Sep) there was no
Trans Atlantic flight available. IA had suspended their service and Pan American Airways switched their northern
& southern services to Eire and Portugal on the outbreak of war, but the seats were mainly reserved for VIPs /
military personnel whose duty required a speedy transit to USA. (It was not until June 1940 that a regular and
frequent service was established between Britain and Lisbon using KLM crews and aircraft who had escaped the
German invasion of the Netherlands). The Imperial Airways Australia service was still running and lasted until
Italy's entry into the war in June 1940. (That severed the Mediterranean sector of the route and mail was now flown
from Australia to Durban via Egypt, and then sent on by sea from Durban to the United Kingdom). He therefore
decided to return back to Hong Kong and get back to USA the way he had come.
6.

Poole/Bangkok/Hong Kong

22 Sep 39

7.

Hong Kong/New York

6 Oct 39
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Imperial Airways on service SE179 which left Poole on 22 September. Coogee flew the mail to Karachi
arriving two days late after being delayed by bad weather and engine trouble. Coriolanus took over at
Karachi and flew the service to Bangkok and Delia flew to Hong Kong on 3 October
Wingnet cover dated 21 Sep.
Pan American Airways on Honolulu Clipper arriving San Francisco 13 Oct
and presumably a US Domestic carrier to New York arriving 16 Oct
Hilling cover dated 5 Oct
Yang Auction March 16
– Lot 550
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by Sin Siu Kum
The first stamped air letter sheets, in the modern form were
designed by Douglas Gumley and issued by Iraq on 15 July 1933.
These sheets bore the inscription "AIR MAIL LETTER CARD",
but were otherwise in the same format as the air letter sheets
introduced by Britain in 1941, and later to her colonies. The term
"air letter" was initially used as description and inscription of this
kind of postal stationery until the UPU ruled that all air letters ~ to
be inscribed "aerogramme" as abided by Hong Kong on all issues
from 1954.
Generally recognised as Hong Kong's first aerogramme is the 1946
locally printed air letter issue without imprinted stamp but with 40c
in adhesive stamps pre-affixed by the Hong Kong Post Office
before sale. This practice was resurrected twice for brief periods in
1951 and 1952 when regular stamped air letters ran out of stock. A
check of records in the requisition books for jobs arranged for
Hong Kong by the Crown Agents from 1921 indicates that air
letters (aerogrammes) of Hong Kong were first printed in Great
Britain in 1948 (i.e. from the first Hong Kong aerogramme postage
imprint), and this practice was maintained right through 1961,
thereafter aerogrammes were apparently locally printed.
This exhibit is a study of those issues of aerogrammes with a
sovereign's portrait as postage imprint, including the first issue
with pre-affixed stamps, from 1946 to 1976. The exhibit is an indepth study of the variances in printing, colour shades of paper and
imprint, specimens, missing colours, retouches, usages including
earliest and latest known dates, postmarks, etc., of aerogrammes
issued during this said period, and is probably the first and only 5frame exhibit of this subject.

Taiwan FIP
Nanning FIAP
HK Stampex
Melbourne FIAP
Bandung FIP
Dubai FIAP

21st-26th October 2016
2nd-6th December 2016
24th-26th February 2017
30th March – 2nd April 2017
24th – 28th August 2017
November 2017

Commissioner: Malcolm Hammersley. Application closed.
Commissioner: Mak Che King. Application closed.
(re-scheduled subject to availability of venue)
Commissioner: Stephen T.Y. Chan. Application open.
Commissioner: Daniel Szeto. Application open.
Commissioner: to be announced. Application open.

Please note that applications forms for Melbourne 2017 can be downloaded from the official website
www.melbourne2017.com.au. Your completed forms must reach the Commissioner by 15 October 2016 so that
Stephen can forward them to the OC in time.
Taiwan FIP exhibition: 7 exhibits totalling 43 frames plus 2 publications will be on show from Hong Kong:
(Exhibits please be reminded to pay US$80 per frame and US$90 per title to the Commissioner).
1 Kwan Tony To Wah Empress Dowager Jubilee and its surcharged issues 2A 8 frames
2 Lee Anna London Print Dr Sun Yat-Sen Issue 2A 5 frames
3 Shaw Pang Chui The Second Issue of Hong Kong QEII Definitives (1962-73) 2B 5 frames
4 Kwan William Hong Kong Designs, Proofs, Specimens and other Archival Materials 2B 8 frames
5 Juai Wai Chung China Old Renminbi Currency Postage Meters 3A 8 frames
6 Hammersley Malcolm Hong Kong Postal Stationery 4 8 frames
7 Lee Stanley and Wu Kelvin A Ramble about Hong Kong Letter Boxes 9A
8 Kwan Tony To Wah Studies of Classic Stamps of Qing Dynasty Vol 17, Yearly Publication of 2015 9A
9 Chan Charles Hong Kong "Local Mail" in Queen Victoria Era 1876-1901 10B, 1 frame
HKPS 2016/09
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Fig. 1: The colonial CTT logo
on a 1962 souvenir cover.

Fig. 2: The current
Macau Post logo.

Reorganization of the Macao Post

Fig. 3: The regional emblem of the Macau
SAR in the Year of Dragon miniature sheet.

Macau Fan

The classic Chinese historical novel “Romance of the Three Kingdoms” (三國演義) begins with this articulate
sentence: The world long separated will unite，long united will separate. (話說天下大勢，分久必合，合久必
分) This seems to be a universal truth applicable to all scenarios. In short, it means that things need to be
changed as the situation requires. And the evolution of the Macau Post is just an apt reflection of this concept.
The postal and telecommunication services of Macau had long been operated under one roof designated as
“Correios, Telégrafos e Telefones” (CTT), until shortly after the handover to China. In 2000, the
telecommunications regulatory service detached from CTT and the postal service began to operate
independently as “Macau Post” or “Correios de Macau” in Portuguese. However, the two branches will combine
again due to restructure of government organizations, and the merger is expected to complete shortly. While
the reorganization of the Macau post has little impact on philately, watchful collectors may notice the subtle
change of the post office logo on philatelic items. The colonial CTT logo (fig. 1), which had been used since
1940s, made its last appearance on the miniature sheet “Macau Retrospectiva” issued on 19 December,
1999. The new Macau Post logo (fig. 2) first appeared on the “Patrimonio Classificado” miniature sheet issued
on 1 March 2000. In between, the regional emblem of Macau (fig. 3) was used as in the Year of Dragon
miniature sheet issued on 28 January.
Will there be a new logo after the reorganization later this year? Let’s wait and see.

Hong Kong Hiking Trails Series No. 1: Lantau Trail - Issue Date: 13.10.2016
This first issue of the Hong Kong Hiking Trails series features 12 stamps on the Lantau Trail. The 70-kilometre trail,
with its 12 sections passing through the Lantau Country Park, has fantastic scenery particularly of sunrise and
cloudscape.
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